
ABOUT GIBELA
Gibela is a South African company, 40% owned by South Africans. At its new 

factory at Dunnottar in Ekurhuleni, the company will build 580 new commuter 

trains over the next 10 years for the Passenger Rail Agency of South Africa 

(PRASA). 

ABOUT GIBELA’S MAKE A DIFFERENCE CAMPAIGN
Gibela recognises the importance of education. Through Gibela’s Make A 

Difference campaign, the company wants to be co-creator in realising our 

community goals – particularly in education and skills development. Gibela 

wants to make a difference in whatever way it can. 

To this end, Gibela has partnered with the Maths Centre on two main projects. 

The first is the maths and science initiative to prepare learners for careers in 

science, technology, engineering and maths. The second is providing Saturday 

and holiday maths, science and English classes for grade 10, 11 and 12 students. 

Both have been implemented in the communities closest to our factory. 

• www.gibela-rail.com

GIBELA’S MATHS AND SCIENCE INITIATIVE
South Africa is facing a serious skills shortage in maths and science. As Gibela, 
we have partnered with educators and learners in the greater Ekurhuleni 
region to nurture a passion and create awareness for careers in science, 
technology, engineering and maths. 

The company’s maths and science initiative is currently run at three campuses 
– Molapo, Daveyton and Mamelodi – all in conjunction with the Maths 
Centre. The main goal of the programme is to make sure young people 
develop the competencies required for NQF levels so that they can get good 
enough grades to enable further studies at university level, TVET colleges and 
artisan academies. 

Growing interested and engaged students
Gibela’s objective is to increase the number of students who are genuinely 
interested in taking up and passing courses, and to improve industry 
confidence in TVET college graduates. This will be possible through achieving 
better results in maths, science and technology-related subjects. 

EDUCATION 
INITIATIVES
A DELIBERATE FOCUS ON  
MATHS AND SCIENCE
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Teacher support and development
We also support teachers so that they can teach maths with confidence and 
are able to improve critical thinking skills of students. Critical thinking – 
thinking clearly, logically and independently – is a crucial, lifelong skill.  We 
encourage lecturers and students to be curious and have open minds. 

The objectives for this programme are to conduct: 

•  teacher development workshops;

•  classroom support visits; and

•  teacher pre-tests and post-tests during workshops.

In 2017 100 learners and seven lecturers were supported by Gibela’s maths 
and science initiative. 

Additional resources provided
Maths, science and technology (MST) carts were delivered to all three 
colleges – the carts contained tools, equipment and materials for lecturers and 
students, including preparation files, text books, DVDs and a mobile laboratory. 

All students were also given scientific calculators. This sounds like a 
simple thing, but it had a huge benefit for the students who come from 
underprivileged backgrounds, with no money to buy their own. 

A series of student intervention clinics were also held to assist learners with 
exam revision and preparation. Students who attended the sessions showed a 
marked improvement in their results. 

GIBELA LEARNER PROJECT: SATURDAY AND HOLIDAY CLASSES
In 2016, Gibela formed a three-year partnership with Maths Centre (with the 
assistance of the Department of Basic Education) to assist 450 learners from 
17 schools in Nigel, Duduza and Kwa-Thema with maths, science and English 
classes on Saturdays and during school holidays. The classes are intended 
to provide extra support to learners in Grade 10, 11 and 12. There are 50 
learners in each class, with one educator per class.

Gibela fully covers the cost of teaching aids for the educators and learning 
aids for the students at an estimated cost of R6.7 million over the three-
year programme. 

On average, the initiative has improved learners’ grades in maths by 18%, 
science by 20% and English by 18%. Learners’ progression is charted by way of 
pre and post tests so that any gaps can be identified and dealt with immediately.
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PLANS FOR THE FUTURE
In 2018, the maths and science initiative is 
working with NQF levels 3 and 4. To facilitate the 
comprehension of mathematics terminology used 
in exam papers, a class on English for special 
purposes has been introduced. 

We support teachers so that 
they can teach maths with 
confidence and are able to 
improve critical thinking 
skills of students. 


